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AHRC-DZB									    20 December 2010


MEMORANDUM FOR Presidents, U.S. Army Physical Evaluation Boards

SUBJECT: Timeliness of Medical Evaluation Board Information


1.  REFERENCES:   

     a. AR 40-400, Patient Administration, 27 Jan 2010.

     b. DoD standard, Directive Type memorandum, Subject: Policy Guidance for the Disability Evaluation System and Establishment of Recurring Directive-Type Memoranda, 03 May 07.

2.  BACKGROUND: 

This Memorandum rescinds the Memorandum of Agreement between US Army Medical Command (MEDCOM) and US Army Physical Disability Agency titled: “Interim Guidance: Timeliness of Medical Information Provided by Medical Evaluation Boards (MEBs) to Physical Evaluation Boards (PEBs).”  

3.  PURPOSE: 

To clarify that the Medical Evaluation Board (MEB) must reflect the Soldier’s current medical status so the Physical Evaluation Board (PEB) can fairly adjudicate the Soldier’s case.  For both the "Legacy" MEB and the Integrated Disability Evaluation System (IDES) MEB, the medical information must be current with respect to: the impact of the condition(s) on the Soldier's ability to perform within their Primary Military Occupational Specialty (PMOS) or Area of Concentration (AOC); and, with respect to whether the condition currently meets or does not meet medical retention standards.  For the Legacy MEB, the information must also be current with respect to the information within the VA worksheet so the PEB has current information upon which to base its disability rating.   

4.  REQUIREMENTS:

a. Examination within 6 months of referral to a PEB. 

The MEB is not required to include a statement affirming that the exam reflects the Soldier’s current status when the examination is within 6 months of referral. Unless there is information to the contrary, the PEB will assume the MEB reflects the Soldier’s current status.  

b. Examination beyond 6 months of referral to a PEB.

The MEB is required to either: (1) update the medical information; or (2) include a statement from both the MEB examiner and the Soldier that the condition(s) have not changed (to include significant improvement or worsening) since the time of the examination.  
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If the Soldier believes their condition has changed, the MEB must address the Soldier’s concerns.  Appropriate action may include activities such as: updating the information; completing re-examination, as appropriate; or otherwise addressing the Soldier’s concerns regarding the accuracy of the description of the Soldier’s condition.   

5. The Office of the Surgeon General MEB Consultant has endorsed this memorandum.

6.  Point of Contact is Dr. Audrey Tomlinson (202) 782 3039.


	




	DANIEL L. CASSIDY
	COL, IN
	Deputy Commander
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