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Department of the Army

United States Army Physical Disability Agency

6900 Georgia avenue, nw

Building 7 WRAMC

Washington DC  20307-5001


AHRC-DOE                                                                                                                 05 May 2009
MEMORANDUM FOR Presidents, U.S. Army Physical Evaluation Boards 
SUBJECT:  VASRD 4.7, higher of two evaluations
1.  As a general matter, the rating provided at a particular level is not a baseline set of requirements the Soldier must meet prior to ever assigning that rating.  For example, for purposes of rating a condition rated with reference to range of motion (and other factors such as 4.10, 4.40, 4.45 and 4.59), 4.7, higher of two evaluations permits the PEB to  determine whether the Soldier's disability picture more nearly approximates the criteria required for the higher rating.  For example, if the Soldier has thigh flexion limited to 35 degrees, you may consider the 20% rating (with reference to VASRD 5252, limitation of thigh flexion, even though the Soldier has flexion not as limited as "to 30 degrees".  Consider VASRD 4.10, 4.40, 4.45 and 4.59 and all other evidence that bears on functional loss.  Then determine whether the Soldier's disability picture more nearly approximates the criteria required for the higher rating.  If the disability picture more nearly approximates the criteria required for the higher rating, the PEB should assign the higher rating. 
2.  Point of contact is Dr. Tomlinson at (202) 782-3039.

FOR THE COMMANDER:







         //signed//                   
                                                                     
DANIEL L. CASSIDY
                                                                     
COL, IN
                                                                     
Deputy Commander
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