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SOLDIERS CAN EMAIL QUESTIONS TO:  USARMY.KNOX.HRC.MBX.OPMD-OCS-ACC-BR@MAIL.MIL 

Blocks 7-9a and 10-19 are self explanatory. 

RC SELECT AR 140-50 

AC SELECT AR 350-51 

ALL MALES OVER AGE 18 

ARE REQUIRED TO 

REGISTER 

mailto:USARMY.KNOX.HRC.MBX.OPMD-OCS-ACC-BR@MAIL.MIL
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AR 350-51 3–2. Branch specialty preferences 
On the DA Form 61, in item 6, applicants will indicate at least 10 branch 

preferences in order of preference. 

a. Required preferences.

Applicants—2-combat arms, 2-combat support arms, and 2-combat service 

support arms. One combat arms branch must be among the first three choices. 

The remaining four branch choices will be at the applicant’s discretion (IAW AD 

2016-01). 

b. Restricted preferences.

(1) Applicants will not list CA, SS, AN (unless applicant is a graduate of an 

educational program in nursing), CH, DE, JA (unless the applicant has a J.D. or 

LL.B degree and has been admitted to the bar), MC, MS, SP, or VC as branch 

choices. 

(2) The Surgeon General will determine area of concentration for applicants who 

request and are approved for branch assignment to the Medical Service Corps 

(MS). This decision will be based on the applicant’s professional and educational 

qualifications. Applicants for MS must possess at least a baccalaureate degree. 

(See AR 135–101, para 1–11d.) 

ACTIVE COMPONENT SOLDIERS 

RESERVE COMPONENT SOLDIERS 

AR 140-50, 3-1c 

c. Branch preferences.

(1) Each soldier will select three branches and list them in order of preference on 

DA Form 61. One of the choices must be for the branch unit vacancy that exists. 

The applicant must also agree, in a signed statement, to accept a commission in 

any branch as determined by the Department of the Army. 

(2) Female applicants must refer to AR 611-101 for current restrictions on 

specialty codes, specialty skill identifiers, or additional skill identifiers that may 

not be awarded to women and the types of units in which women may not serve. 
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YOU MUST BE A US CITIZEN BY BIRTH OR NATURALIZATION.  IF NOT 

BORN IN THE US, YOU MUST SUPPLY A MEMO FROM YOUR 

COMMANDER VERIFYING YOUR NATURALIZATION.  MEMO MUST 

INCLUDE DATE AND LOCATION OF CITIZENSHIP AND CERTIFICATE 

NUMBER.    IF YOU CHECK “NO” IN BLOCK 20, YOU MAY NOT APPLY. 

IF YOU CHECK “YES” IN BLOCK 20 AND “NO” IN BLOCK 20a, YOU 

MUST CHECK ONE OPTION IN 20b AND ENTER YOUR CERTIFICATE 

NUMBER IN 20c 
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27 EXAMPLE 

If broken service 

Block A (organization) US ARMY 

Block B (from) 20010101 (to) 20041231 

Block C (Branch/MOS) 42A 

Block D (usually blank) 

Block E (Highest grade/component) E4/RA 

IF THERE IS NO DISCHARGE OR BROKEN SERVICE BLOCK BE WILL SHOW (FROM) DATE OF ENLISTMENT 

(TO) PRESENT 

IF YOU CHECK “YES” IN 24, YOU MAY 

NOT APPLY.   

IF YOU CHECK “YES” IN BLOCK 26, 

YOU MAY NOT APPLY; HOWEVER, 

YOU MAY REQUEST AN EXCEPTION 

TO POLICY BY DEADLINE NOTED IN 

CURRENT MILPER. 

ENTER ALL PERIODS OF ACTIVE 

SERVICE IN WHICH YOU WERE ISSUED 

A DD FORM 214 IN BLOCK 27A AND 

CURRENT DUTY AND ATTACH COPIES 

OF ALL DD FORM 214s.  SEE EXAMPLE 

ON LEFT. 



APPENDIX A  
INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING DA FORM 61 

5 

ENTER APPROPRIATE DATES – 27F 

SHOULD HAVE YOUR ETS DATE.  27G 

IS THE DATE OF YOUR LAST 

PROMOTION. 

BLOCK 29 SHOULD BE BLANK 

ENTER ONLY AWARD OF AAM OR 

HIGHER OR EQUIVALENT AWARD 

FROM OTHER SERVICES 

A “YES” ANSWER IN BLOCK 31 REQUIRES A RESPONSE IN BLOCK 31e 

BLOCK 32 SHOULD STATE EITHER YES OR NO.  THIS BLOCK IS NOT 

ASKING IF YOU HAVE EVER SERVED IN A US MILITARY BRANCH IN A 

FOREIGN COUNTRY.  IT’S ASKING IF YOU HAVE EVER BEEN IN A 

FOREIGN MILITARY OR A FOREIGN GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE. 
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BLOCKS 34 AND 35, BLANK 

BLOCKS 36, 37 AND 38 ARE COMPLETED ONLY IF YOU ARE ALREADY QUALIFIED THROUGH EDUCATION 

OR EXPERIENCE.  OTHERWISE LEAVE THEM BLANK 

BLOCK 39, BLANK 



APPENDIX A  
INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING DA FORM 61 

7 

BLOCK 40, COMPLETE IF YOU HAVE EVER HAD A CIVILIAN OCCUPATION.  USE ONLY YOUR MOST 

RECENT. 

BLOCK 41, PUT EVERYTHING IN THIS BLOCK THAT INDICATES LEADERSHIP OR TEAM EXPERIENCE.  

EXAMPLES ARE: SHIFT SUPERVISOR AT A FAST FOOD RESTAURANT, TEAM CAPTAIN FOR 

FOOTBALL/SOCCER/BASEBALL/BASKETBALL, ETC TEAM IN HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE.  FRATERNITY OR 

SORORITY MEMBER/EXECUTIVE AT (INDICATE FRAT OR SORORITY).  LIST MILITARY POSITIONS YOU HAVE 

HELD.  EXAMPLES ARE HAND RECEIPT HOLDER FOR SECTION WITH $xxxx DOLLARS WORTH OF 

EQUIPMENT, SQUAD LEADER, FIRE TEAM LEADER, ETC.  THE BOARD WILL BE LOOKING FOR LEADERSHIP 

EXPERIENCE.  THE MORE YOU LIST, THE BETTER IT LOOKS.  USE A CONTINUATION PAGE IF NECESSARY. 

DON’T FORGET TO SIGN THE FORM! 
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LEAVE THE TOP HALF EMPTY.  

PART II IS FOR YOUR UNIT COMMANDER AND NEXT IMMEDIATE COMMANDER.  THEY WILL COMPLETE 

THESE TWO BLOCKS.  THE MUST HAVE ENTRIES.  IF YOUR TWO IMMEDIATE COMMANDERS COMPLETED 

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION, THEY WILL STILL COMPLETE THESE BLOCKS.  IN THE REMARKS SECTION 

THEY CAN WRITE “SEE ATTACHED LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION”.  ENTRIES ARE REQUIRED IN PART II. 

DON’T FORGET TO HAVE BOTH COMMANDERS SIGN THESE TWO BLOCKS!! 




